Advent is a time of anticipation, a time to ponder our preparedness for Christ to come again into
our lives. During this season, Christ breaks-in to our worldly busyness and we find again a longing
for peace. We sing “O Come, O Come Emmanuel,” the name Joseph gave to Jesus: Emmanuel,
which means ‘God with us’. During Advent we long and hope for God’s wisdom and love to come,
to order our lives once again and to fix our brokenness.

The biblical lessons we read during the weeks of Advent prior to Christmas hold images of a
coming apart. Under this frightful and fantastic imagery is the promise that something new is

being born.

Jesus said, “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations
confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves.”” (Luke 21:25)

“O that you would tear open the heavens and come down,

so that the mountains would quake at your presence--

as when fire kindles brushwood
and the fire causes water to boil--
to make your name known to your adversaries,

so that the nations might tremble at your presence!” (Isaiah 64:1-3)

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the
beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being.
What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it.” (John 1:1-5)

“You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, *

for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,
To give his people knowledge of salvation *

by the forgiveness of their sins.

In the tender compassion of our God *

the dawn from on high shall break upon us,

To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, *
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.” (Luke 1:76-79)

“'Prepate the way of the Lord,

make his paths straight.

Every valley shall be filled,

and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall be made straight,

and the rough ways made smooth;

and all flesh shall see the salvation of God."" (Luke 3:3-06)

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.
He shall not judge by what his eyes see
or decide by what his ears hear,

but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor

and decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth;
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,

and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist

and faithfulness the belt around his loins.
The wolf shall live with the lamb;

the leopard shall lie down with the kid;
the calf and the lion will feed together,

and a little child shall lead them. (Isaiah 11:1-6)



